CHAPTER 6
WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION
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602.1 General. Every structure equipped with plumbing fixtures and utilized for human occupancy or habitation
shall be provided with a potable supply of water in the amounts and at the pressures specified in this chapter.

602.2 Potable water required. Only potable water shall be supplied to plumbing fixtures that provide water for
drinking, bathing or culinary purposes, or for the processing of food, medical or pharmaceutical products. Unless
otherwise provided in this code, potable water shall be supplied to all plumbing fixtures.

603.1 Size of water service pipe. The water service pipe shall be sized to supply water to the structure in the
quantities and at the pressures required in this code. The minimum diameter of water service pipe shall be 3/4 inch
(19.1 mm).

603.2 Separation of water service and building sewer. Water service pipe and the building sewer shall be
separated by 5 feet (1524 mm) of undisturbed or compacted earth. Public portions of building sewers and water
service pipes under public ways and within property lines serving premises shall conform to the requirements of the
authority having jurisdiction.

Exceptions:

1. The required separation distance shall not apply where the bottom of the water service pipe
within 5 feet (1524 mm) of the sewer is a minimum of 12 inches (305 mm) above the top of
the highest point of the sewer and the pipe materials conform to Table 702.3.

2. Water service pipe is permitted to be located in the same trench with a building sewer,
provided such sewer is constructed of materials listed in Table 702.2.

3. The required separation distance shall not apply where a water service pipe crosses a sewer
pipe, provided the water service pipe is sleeved to at least 5 feet (1524 mm) horizontally from
the sewer pipe centerline on both sides of such crossing with pipe materials listed in Table
605.3, 702.2 or 702.3.

603.2.1 Water service near sources of pollution. Potable water service pipes shall not be located in, under
or above cesspools, septic tanks, septic tank drainage fields or seepage pits (see Section 605.1 for soil and
groundwater conditions).



